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Volunteering in Joplin opens hearts, minds of students
CO URTN EY HILL

Alestle Reporter

In the aftermath o f one o f the deadliest
tornadoes in U.S. history, a group o f past
and current SIUE students traveled across
Missouri to help repair Joplin.
With the death toll over 150 after the
tornado with 198 mph winds ravaged Joplin
May 22, the city remains a disaster zone in
need o f aid, while citizens attempt to piece
together the remnants o f their pasts that
have been left in the rubble.
After hearing o f these horrific
circumstances, four SIUE students, three of
whom are recent graduates, felt obligated to
step forward and assist in any possible way.
Business management alumna Brogan
Strong o f Carlinville said she remembered
the bus ride into the disaster zone.
“W hen we were driving through Joplin,
my friend and I were making comments that
the town seemed fine,” Strong said. “You
could see, every once in a while, that a little
bit o f siding or roofing had been brought up
by the storm, but there was one point where
we just hit a wall in the tow n where from
there on, it was just demolished. We just
started crying.”
The group o f women decided to work
together to find a national organization that
managed and transported relief teams for
disaster assistance. Biomedical sciences
alumna Erica Suhling o f Carlinville said they
proactively searched for organizations to help.

Photo courtesy of Katie Stone
(Left to right) Katie Stone, Brogan Strong, Casey Adams and Erica Suhling made the drive down 1-44 to lend their help in the cleanup of
the tornado that decimated Joplin May 22.

“We got in contact with United Way
through the Internet and thev hooked us up
with AmeriCorps,” Suhling said.
A week after the disaster occurred, the

group traveled five hours to the
organization’s meeting place at Missouri
Southern State University in Joplin where
they took a bus to the disaster site. It was at

Renovations leave Peck H all w ith o u t AC
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Royals select r ig h ty in 2 4 t h r o u n d

BRIAN B ER N S

Alestle Reporter

The offices for the English,
political science and philosophy
departments within Peck Hall have
been without air conditioning this
summer leaving faculty to work in
the summer heat.
Political Science Departm ent
Chair Denise Degarm o said she is
battling the noise and heat and
feels the overall education process
is interrupted.
“W ith all the noise and
construction it is hard to have
students visit the offices and by
the time the afternoon comes
along, it’s too hot to be in the
office,” D egarm o said. “We are
probably not in our offices as
much as we should be so students
can ask for assistance.”
The faculty received a
preliminary schedule early in the
year
about
when
certain
construction operations w ould
take place. Since then, the
schedule has changed and the
faculty' has n o t been notified
about any o f the changes.
“We did not know that we
would not have air conditioning
and this past week,” D egarm o
said. “We have had some issues
with the heat.”
D egarm o added the air
conditioning has been o u t since
the spring semester ended in May.
C onstruction in Peck Hail,
which started in Spring 2011, is in

this m om ent that senior elementary
education major Katie Stone o f Carlinville
said she realized

AJ SA N S O N

Alestle Managing Editor

Photo by Derrick Hawkins/Alestle
The renovations at Peck Hall have caused some office temperatures
to rise over 85 degrees and have hindered students from finding their
classes.

its major renovation phase and is
causing problems for students and
professors alike. G etting to class,
studying or trying to pay attention
during class are getting harder
with all the noise.
D irector
of
Facilities
M anagement Bob Washburn said
beyond w indow replacements,
there are several other changes
such as faculty offices receiving a
therm ostat in each office and
receiving new plumbing.
“Currently we are replacing
the windows and working on the
entrance ways,” W ashburn said.
“We are looking to finish the
construction o f Peck H all by
Thanksgiving.”

Some faculty have been
frustrated because they were not
inform ed about w hen these
disruptions would take place and
w ant an email to be sent o u t so
they can plan ahead.
“An email in the beginning
was sent o u t about the whole
project because the construction
affects five offices and each phase
is office specific,” Washburn said.
“We have not heard those concerns
but we will see what we can do.”
Philosophy Office Support
Specialist R honda Harper, w ho
has been with SIUE for more than
20 years, said this is the first time
she has experienced construction
RENOVATIONS/pg.2

Spencer Patton’s stellar senior
season paid dividends last Tuesday
when he was selected in the 24th
round (726th overall) by the
Kansas City Royals in M ajor
League Baseball’s first-year player
draft.
The senior was the first
Cougar to be drafted since 2006
when the Arizona Diamondbacks
selected Clay Zavada in the 30th
round.
Patton said prior to the draft
he heard he could go anywhere
between the seventh round to the
15th round, but knew nothing
was set in stone. H e said when he
heard his name come across
mlb.corn’s live audio feed o f the
draft, it was a huge relief.
“N o t many people get to hear
their name called,” Patton said. “I
was getting frustrated when,
round by round, I didn’t hear my
name. I wasn’t even really paying
attention then suddenly I heard
my name. It was exhilarating.”
Patton said a Royals’ scout
called him immediately after the
news broke, but he missed the call
because he was too busy hugging
and kissing family members.
“H e told me to get the
celebrating out o f the way,” Patton
said once he called back. “Sunday
he’s com ing to my m om ’s house

to sign my contract and Monday
I’ll be on a plane somewhere to
throw a bullpen session and from
there, they’ll decide where to place
me. W
Patton said via text message
M onday he is heading to the
Royals’ draft pick camp in
Phoenix before he likely heads to
Idaho Falls, Id., hom e o f the
Royals’ rookie affiliate, the Idaho
Falls Chukars. H e signed his
professional contract Sunday for
$1,000, but said the money does
not m atter to him.
Patton’s 2011 senior season
saw him lead the team in wins (9),
ERA (2.55) and finish second in
innings
pitched
(88
1/3).
Opposing batters only hit .219 off
the 5 -fo o t-ll, 185 pound righty
o u t o f Kinmundy. Patton also tied
Aaron Rakers for second m ost
strikeouts in a single season by a
Cougar with 109.
His best performance came
M arch 18, a 1-0 hom e victory
against Valparaiso. Patton tossed a
complete game shutout, allowing
five hits, walking none and
striking o u t 12. Seventy-six o f his
100 pitches that evening went for
strikes and Valpo right fielder Kyle
Gaedele, w ho was drafted in the
sixth round (203 overall) by the
San Diego Padres, w ent 1-4 off
Patton with three strikeouts.
PATTON/pg. 7

www.alestlelive.com

RENOVATIONS

■nil
JOPLIN

from p g .l

construction,” McGee said.
while she has been working.
present.
Washburn said he was not
“It is extremely inconvenient
After Peck Hall wraps up
because o f the noise,” H arper aware o f classrooms switching construction, construction will
said. “I w ould sit here and read around
because
of
the start on D unham H all this fall
replacing the glass in the lobby
the same sentence five times construction.
because o f the noise. I’m lucky
“It is one o f those things were and replacing glass in the dance
W ashburn
said
because if it gets too noisy I can we looked at the schedule and studios.
head over to the student
Rendleman H all will be
renovated next summer.
worker office to get things “It is extremely inconvenient
done.”
“W hen we renovate
because o f the noise...
While faculty in the
Rendleman, there are always
- Rhonda Harper
philosophy, political science
people in there because it is
Philosophy
Office
Support
Specialist our administrative building
and English departm ents are
battling noise and the
and I’m sure there will be
summer heat, students are trying where classrooms were and tried some disruptions there too, but it
to find their way into Peck Hall.
to plan accordingly to where comes with the territory when
Freshman business major Liz classrooms
would
not
be you renovate,” Washburn said.
Gerard o f W ilmette was not affected,” Washburn said.
Washburn said it w ould be
expecting to go through a maze to
However, he had heard impossible to coordinate every
get to her class in Peck Hall.
concerns about students and faculty m em bers’ schedule so
“I am currently late for my faculty not being able to get into construction workers could work
class because all the doors I tried the building in a timely manner.
while faculty' were o u t o f their
were blocked off,” Gerard said.
“I have instructed the offices and conceded there will be
Freshman business major contractors to put up signs saying some unhappy people along the
Kodi Links o f Pocahontas has had w hat entrances are open and for way.
a couple problem s w ith the future renovations, we will make
“In order to bake a cake, you
sure that will not be a problem,” have to break some eggs, and
construction.
“ [The] first couple days it was Washburn said.
when you renovate, the m ost you
like a guessing game, trying to find
W ashburn said he was not can
do
is
minimize the
out what entrance to use because surprised to hear that the English disruption,” Washburn said.
every one I tried was closed,” departm ent had to relocate classes “There is going to be a disruption
Links said. “The first couple days because,
out
of
all
the no m atter w hat.”
I was late for my class.”
departm ents, they hold the most
McGee is trying to maintain
a positive attitude.
O n top o f being late, the summer classes in Peck Hall.
English 101 class Links is in has
W ashburn said the cost o f
“Yeah, I’ve had my office
had to move classrooms multiple having the construction at night roasting at 87 degrees but I’m
would
increase
the
cost trying to keep a positive attitude
times.
English D epartm ent Chair significantly and exceed the because,
in the end, the
Sharon
M cGee
said
she budget because o f people working improvements will benefit our
understands some classes have the second and third shifts. All building,” McGee said.
been moved.
safety precautions have been m et Brian Bems can be reached a t
“I know there has been a class so construction could happen
bbems@alestlelm.com or 650-3527.
or tw o m oved because o f the while students and faculty are Follow Biian @bbems2288

follow alestle on twitter

@TheAlestle

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

from p g .l

the impact o f the catastrophe, and
it brought her to tears.
“It w ent from absolutely a
perfect tow n where you had no
idea the tornado happened, then
all o f a sudden, you get into this
disaster area,” Stone said. “We
were all laughing and stuff before
we got there and then it just went
silent.”
Biomedical sciences alumna
Casey Adams o f Chesterfield, Mo.,
said the overall scene o f the city
was rife with destruction.
“We saw cars folded in half,
cars on the tops o f houses,
mattresses in the streets, houses
completely flattened all the way
down to the foundation with
nothing left but a concrete slab,”
Adams said. “It was pretty crazy.”
The team was given several
duties during their three-day
span o f volunteering during
w hich they stayed in nearby
Springfield, M o., w ith one o f
Stone’s relatives. According to
Strong, at tim es it seemed as
though the w ork did n o t make
much o f a difference.
However, with a few pairs o f
gloves and facial masks, the group
worked to remove and sort debris
from the town.
“From
the
worker’s
standpoint, you would only work
for so long and it just seemed like
you weren’t getting anywhere,”
Strong said. “It was incredibly
overwhelming because there were
just piles upon piles upon piles o f
stuff.”
Among the rubble, the team
found toys and pictures revealing
what used to exist there,
discoveries Stone said were jarring.
“W hen we first got out there,
I found a little boy’s teddy bear
and that just broke my heart,”
Strong said. “You w onder how
many kids lost their lives and that
just struck me.”
Adams also discovered an
American flag in the debris.
“My favorite part o f the trip

[was when] someone on our team
found a little American flag and we
went down and stuck it in the dirt
by the side o f the road and stood it
up,” Adams said. “That hit home
about how Americans pull
together.”
Suhling said the m ood that
seemed to permeate the area was
one o f hope and reflection for
residents and volunteers despite
the tornado’s destruction.
“Everyone had gotten over
the initial shock. Everybody was
just trying to help everybody and
it was a good feeling because so
many people were there helping,”
Suhling
said.
“It was
a
com m unity feeling and you
could tell th at people genuinely
cared to get everybody back on
their feet.”
The group said that the
experience was a life-changing one
for them and would consider
traveling back to Joplin to assist in
further disaster relief efforts.
Stone said the experience
helped her to appreciate her life.
“It makes me happy to be
alive and I appreciate my parents
more. I appreciate what everyone
does for me, and I appreciate my
friends,” Stone said.
“W hen I have a bad day, I
think about the houses that were
no longer there. H ow little are the
things that bother me now like, my
car w on’t start, or something so
small just doesn’t matter because
we have our health, and we’re
alive.”
To volunteer your services
toward the relief effort, contact the
U nited Way o f Southwest
Missouri and Southeast Kansas at
w w w .u n ite d w a y sw m o sek .o rg .
Donations can be made directly to
the American Red Cross online at
www.redcross-ozarks.org/donate.

Courtney H ill can be reached at
chill@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.
Follow Courtney @ CHill824
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The Gardens director set to leave after six years
LEXI CORTES
Alestle Reporter

D oug Conley, a m an w ho by
his ow n admission adores the
smell o f fresh mulch, is leaving his
position as director o f The
Gardens.
■"‘W hen I arrived, we had the
bridge, we had the path, the Myer
A rboretum Plaza was in, but
there were no trees around it, so
an A rboretum w ith no trees,”
Conley said. “The only way we
had to w ater things was by five
gallon buckets. We w ould go
down and we would get w ater at
Birger Hall.”
After making improvements
to the Gardens after his arrival
July 2005, Conley decided to
leave June 30. H e recently
accepted a new job in his home
state o f Michigan, where he will
work at the Edsel and Eleanor
Ford Estate to improve the
com m unity outreach in Grosse
Pointe Shores.
“Before graduating from the
University o f Delaware, if you
would have asked me when I
started the program w hat I
wanted to do, it probably w ould
have sounded an awful lot like the
position I’m taking,” Conley said.
“I was into historic properties.”
U pon graduating from the
University o f Delaware, he heard
about the position for SIUE
director o f The Gardens.
In his first year at the
university, Conley assisted in the

construction o f a master plan that
intended to transform the Gardens
into a unique destination; a
botanical garden on campus. When
it was first proposed in 2005, the
estimated cost was $30 million.
“The first tw o years we were

the Scholar’s Walk project on
hold to focus on smaller projects.
The H ardy Family W ind Forest
was the first developm ent th at
took place w hen Gardens
supporter R ita H ardy donated
five w ind sculptures to the

Photo by Rebehka Blake/Alestle
Doug Conley is leaving SIUE to return to his home state of Michigan to work
at the Edsel and Eleanor Ford Estate.

focusing on the master plan and a
major project called the Scholar’s
Walk,” Conley said. “W hen it is
complete, sometime in the future,
it will be a dynam ite display. It
talks about the m etaphor o f the
student’s
academic
journey.
There’s a lot o f very impressive
design and horticulture display.
It’s also the m ost expensive and
the m ost complicated [of the
structures in the plan].”
A round 2006, Conlev put

FOR SALE

campus in May o f that year.
“When we got them in we had
a big dedication [ceremony], our
first party,” Conley said. “Peter
Raven came over from the Missouri
Botanical Garden. We had a couple
hundred people attend that
dedication and it was a big deal.”
After celebrating the first
project,
Conley
and
The
G ardens’ supporters m oved on
to the next task, an irrigation
system w ith the help o f alumnus

and w restling Associate H ead
Coach Alan Grammer.
Besides making improvements
to the aesthetics and efficiency o f
the Gardens that first year, Conley
also m ade an effort to get
community members involved in
what was happening. In 2006, he
started an annual Arbor Day event
in which volunteers are welcomed
to come to the Gardens to plant
trees and shrubs.
Conley had a difficult time
finding volunteers his first year as
director. H e invited his closest
friends to attend the first volunteer
day. In 2007, The Friends o f The
Gardens’ organization was formed
in an effort to prom ote more
public awareness.
The am ount o f volunteer
hours rose to more than 2,800
last year and because o f this
increase, Conley began plans to
build the Garden Center with the
help o f alumnus Ralph K orte’s
Korte C onstruction Company.
“ [The Gardens] brings honor
and acclaim to the university,”
Korte said. “I f I w ant to improve
the atm osphere and beauty then
I’m going to do it.”
N o w the Gardens has a
building for the storage o f tools
as well as the gathering o f
employees
and
com m unity
m embers. Conley said it is “a
..place to call hom e.”
The construction continued
in 2008 with the installation o f the
Lantern, a plaza surrounded by a
small amphitheater. The arched
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bridge that has existed for more
than 15 years leads visitors to the
Lantern. It was a senior capstone
project with the construction
managem ent program in the
School o f Engineering.
The way The Gardens is
presently laid out, visitors only get
to see about half o f the existing
property. W ith the addition o f the
Prairie
H ouse,
the
south
woodlands area will be opened for
viewing once funds are in place.
As for current projects,
Conley said they have signed the
contract
to
build
another
memorial called the Council
Ring, which will be located in the
Shade Stroll Garden. The design
is inspired by the Native
American practice o f sitting in a
circle when assembling so that all
are equal.
A ccording to Conley, the
u niversity has n o t yet fo u n d a
replacem ent, b u t R alph K orte
said he is optim istic The
G ardens will continue to get
bigger and better every year, just
as it has under Conley’s tenure.
Linda Stevens, president o f
The Friends o f The Gardens, said
Conley’s w ork has not gone
w ithout notice.
“I think we’re all going to
miss D oug,” Stevens said. “ [But]
he’s m oving on and I can’t be
happier for him .”
Lexi Cartes c m be reached a t
acortesQyalestlelive.com or 650-3527.
Follmv Lexi @lexi_cortes
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Cancelling ‘Skins’ too overprotective of young adults
As the attention span o f America’s youth
dwindles to that o f the average housefly, the
television industry is doing all it can to keep
teens watching through its use o f adventurous
controversy.
But the Parents
Television
Council,
which
is
quickly
becoming as relentless as

sar

Ashley Seering
Editor
PETA, is pulling die plug on the controversy,
m ost recently trashing M TV’s “Skins.”
Just as m uch as I support the ethical
treatment o f animals, I do believe television has
boundaries America isn’t ready to cross when
it comes to what is and is not appropriate.
However, the PTC has a blurred vision of
w hat America’s teenagers can handle, but I
believe, as young adults, we have the right to
watch w hat many consider “mature
program m ing.”
As a fan o f the show, I looked past the
touchy topics and into the meaning behind the
rebellious teenage characters. “Skins” delved into
topics such as abandonment, homosexuality,
alcoholism and bullying. Each o f these affects

the lives o f teenagers on a daily basis.
Keep in m ind the U .K . version o f the
show, which features the same type o f material
as the U.S. version, has been a hit for four
years.
But not here. After one season, “Skins” has
been tossed back across the pond. T believe that
it is time tor the FTC to face realitv.
While watching “Skins,” I found reiatable
characters and storylines that, although
occasionally dram atic, were n o t far off from
some o f my own high school experiences.
I f the PTC Is so concerned about the well
being o f America’s youth, they need to start by
teaching children and teenagers that what they
see on television is often a sensationalized
version o f life and shows like “Skins” are
fictional.
Compared to other M TV hits like “Jersey
Shore” and “ Real World,” “Skins” followed
the same pattern o f partying and lustful
romance that these “reality'” shows do. ■
This means the lines have not been clearly
drawn on w hat is and is not acceptable for the
M TV audiences.
Television has been the scapegoat for youth
rebellion for many years, and as shows become
more controversial, it is important that parents
avoid becoming immediately judgmental.
I also feel that as a young adult, I have the

right to watch som ething that is considered
“mature content.”
“Skins” aired at 10 p.m . ET on MTV,
which falls within television’s “safeharbor”
period in which shows featuring adult content
can be shown. The show also featured a “for
mature audiences only” warning before the
show and after each commercial break on
television and on M TV com . These proper
warning measures are enough to keep younger
audiences avvav.
By shedding a light on a world o f
controversy I know exists in the lives o f
teenagers based on first-hand experience,
“Skins” was a step in the right direction in
American television.
If a select num ber o f parents are unhappy
with the show’s content, they have the option
o f not tuning in or blocking the channel on
their televisions, but simply ignoring
controversy lias never before made it disappear.
I will support “Skins” to the end because
it was a refreshing dose o f reality that clearly
had rhe ability to tu rn heads and start
conversations about problems that deserve to
be discussed instead o f ignored.
Ashley Seering is a sophomore mass communications
major from Mascoutab. She can be reached at
aseeringffvalestldm.com or 650-3527. Follow Ashley
(ciAshleySeering

Cicadas fly into Missouri shop’s ice cream recipe
Walking into an ice cream shop, I expect
to choose from bits o f Reese’s or O reo, but
now, I am traum atized to discover bits o f
cicada is also an option.
Just the thought o f the crunch o f a bug
under my shoe makes me cringe. W hen I
think about putting a spoonful o f ice cream in
my m outh and biting down only to hear that
same
horrifying
crunch, I w ant to
vomit.

Lexi Cortes
Reporter
I realize it may be a stressful job to come
up with new ice cream flavors. Apparently
customers get tired o f the same safe options
and ice cream shops arc competing with each
other to come o u t with the next shocking
flavor.
Recently, Sparky’s Hom em ade Ice Cream
Shop in Columbia, Mo., may have gone a little
too far in hopes o f gaining thar shock-factor
with cicada-flavored ice cream. T hat’s right,
those obnoxiously loud bugs with black heavy
bodies, enorm ous creepy red eyes and

translucent wings were actually available for
dessert J une 1 for about an hour.
Customers were essentially paying this
shop so they could cat bugs when they could
go outside and do that for free. The employees
at Sparky’s gathered the cicadas from their
ow n backyards.
They boiled the insect’s breasts, thighs
and legs, which are the best parts apparently,
and then coated them in brow n sugar and
chocolate. Some o f the cicadas were de
winged, others left as-is for an added crunch
before they were turned into the flavor o f the
week. Yum.
I suppose the cicada invasion o f 2011 was
inspiring to Sparky’s employees. W hen trying
to come up with a solution to decrease the
population, the obvious conclusion they
would draw is “W hy no t eat them?”
W hen the store’s owner, Scott Southwick,
called the H ealth D epartm ent to see if this
would be safe, the Health Departm ent advised
against it because, although they had
inform ation on the cooking tem peratures o f
chicken, beef and pork, they had no cooking
temperatures for cicadas. Health D epartm ent
workers surely got a good laugh in that day. A

store willingly called to report bugs in their
ow n ice cream.
The flavor has since been discontinued, at
least for the next 13 years, until the next batch
o f cicadas is ready to emerge from
underground and someone tries this madness
again. I can’t say that I’m upset about missing
out on this short-lived craze.
Although some may argue that bugs are a
good source o f protein and are even a delicacy
in some foreign country, I don’t think 1 could
stomach it. I’ve never looked at a bug and
thought, “i bet you would taste really good.”
Usually, I think som ething more along the
lines of, “Disgusting!”
The next time I’m craving some ice cream,
I think I ’ll stick with som ething classic like
cookie dough or sherbert. Definitely
something sans-insect. Call me boring, but at
just the thought o f cicada-flavored ice cream
or any other bug in my food, I can almost feel
them crawling on me, which I do not enjoy.
Lexi Cmtes is a sophomore mass communicatims major
from St. Louis. She can he reached a t
lcortes@alestldire.com or 650-3527. Follow Lexi
(cylcxi cortes
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Shoe art adds ‘sole’ to a worthy cause
COURTNEY HILL
Alestle Reporter

Painting intricate designs on
a size 5 women’s shoe may seem
difficult to m ost, but the artists
who took part in the June 11
“Style Your Sole” event were up to
the challenge.
The event, held at Glik’s
clothing and shoe store in
Edwardsville, featured several
local artists and ran during
Edwardsville’s Route 66 festival.
Artists set up booths around
the store and put their own
personal touch on every pair o f
TOM S
shoes
purchased
throughout the day.
TOMS shoes was created by
Blake Mycoskie o f A rlington,
Texas, in 2006 after he traveled to
Argentina and witnessed children
living in extreme poverty and
w ithout shoes.
Mycoskie then made it his
mission to provide impoverished
children all over the w orld with
quality shoes based on his simple
m ethod o f shoe sales. For each
shoe sold, a pair o f shoes is given
to a child in need, according to
the TOMS website.
Christy H audrich, Regional
Supervisor o f Glik’s shoes, said
the artists benefit from the event
as well.
“The custom er buys the
shoes from us and then the local
artists are getting paid $10 for

Photo by Rebehka Blake/Alestle
Local artist Emma Holmes decorates a pair of TOMS shoes as part of the “Style Your Sole” event
hosted by Glik’s in Edwardsville. For each pair purchased, a pair of TOMS is given to a child in need.

each shoe that they paint,”
H audrich said. “I feel we’ve had a
lot o f good response from the
local artists as far as them willing
to participate, so to me that shows
that they are very interested in

ROM
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helping out in TO M S’ concept o f
giving a pair o f shoes to children
in need.”
Although each shoe had to be
personalized based on the
customers’ preferences, each artist
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Lights, camera, action: ‘Super 8 ’
delivers suspense, excitement
MICHELLE BEARD
Alestle Photo Editor

“Super 8” drew a lo t o f
hype w ith its 30-second Super
AND PRODUCER
Bowl spot. Explosions, running
children, so m ething breaking
o u t o f a shipping container and
Steven Spielberg and J.J.
A bram s’ nam es quickly flash
across the screen.
“Super 8” is n o t your
typical creature/alien flick n o r is
it a re-im agining o f Spielberg’s
kid-alien m ovie “E.T.” I t had a
genuine Spielberg feel - a la
“Jaws” and “Jurassic Park” w ith A bram s’ added flair for
special effects.
A m id
the
m ystery
su rro u n d in g
the
train
derailm ent, it explores deeper
subjects such as death, divorce
and preteen love. These subplots
m ake the story som ew hat
jagged, b u t I was to o intrigued
by the m ystery o f “w h at the eff
is the th in g in the shipping
container?”
to notice.
J U N E 10
S U P E R 8 -M O V I E .C O M
In the fictional to w n o f
Lillian, O hio, m iddle schoolaged Joe L am b (Joel C ourtney)
Graphic courtesy of Paramount and his father, D e p u ty Jack

•STEVEN

had
the
o p p o rtu n ity
to
showcase th eir unique styles to
appeal to custom ers. From
w him sical and abstract art to
u rb an graffiti flair, custom ers
w ere given a bro ad range o f

artistic styles to choose from .
G iven th e c o tto n fabric o f
the shoe, artists were lim ited in
th eir use o f p ain t m edia, w hich
could be as substantial as acrylic
and spray p ain t o r as sim ple as
colored markers.
C u stom izing the shoes to
each custom er’s liking in a tim esensitive environm ent proved to
be a lofty task fo r m any o f the
artists, b u t they appreciated the
experience.
N ick N ihira, an artist from
St. ' L ouis w h o specializes
p red o m in an tly in abstract art,
described som e o f his challenges
in w o rk in g w ith shoes as a
canvas.
“I t is really different because
o f the texture and the shape o f
the shoe,” N ihira said. “It’s kind
o f different than painting on a 2dim ensional surface. I t was a
g o o d o p p o rtu n ity to do som e
a rt w o rk o n som e shoes, and I
like the T O M S philosophy on
‘'O ne for O n e.’”
St. L ouis artist Jeff M iller
said th a t helping children in
need w as the m o st im p o rta n t
aspect o f the event, b u t striving
to create high-quality art designs
for custom ers in a tim e crunch
was a form idable effort.
“B ottom line, it’s m ore

L am b (Kyle C h andler), m o u rn
the loss o f his m o th er to a steel
mill accident.
Fast-forw ard four m onths.
In the sum m er o f 1979, Joe
and his friends begin film ing a
Super 8 zom bie flick w ritten and
directed by Charles (Riley
G riffiths), the token fat child in
kid adventures. In order to beat
the 16- and 17-year-olds in a
film festival, Charles adds a
fem ale role - en ter Alice (Elle
F anning...yes, D akota’s sister),
the target love interest o f b o th
Joe and Charles. Alice steals her
father’s car to drive the group to
a m id n ig h t sh o o t at a train
station.
Alice plays the w ife o f a
detective, played by M artin
(G abriel Basso), investigating
the zom bie outbreak. As they
rehearse, a train nears, adding
“p ro d u c tio n value” to th eir
contest entry. T he boys scramble
to p u t film in the cam era and get
Alice in her costum e. T he
cam era rolls.
Joe holds a m akeshift boom
m ic above Alice and M artin as
they yell over the so und o f the

train rum bling by.
W hile they are film ing, a
pick up truck swerves o n to the
tracks and heads straight tow ard
the oncom ing train. As the train
derails, the kids flee in opposite
directions,
leaving
th eir
equipm ent at the station, camera
still rolling.
A fter d o d g in g
flam ing
debris and explosions for a solid
four to five m inutes, the kids
discover th a t th e driver o f the
truck is Dr. W oodw ard, the
honors biology teacher at their
m iddle
school.
W oodw ard
remains conscious long enough
to give the kids a cryptic
w arning: “T hey will kill you. D o
n o t speak o f this.”
In the days follow ing,
people, dogs and pow er lines go
m issing in Lillian. T he U S Air
Force makes a presence in the
small tow n. W hile the adults o f
Lillian, Joe and his friends take
it upon themselves to investigate
the strange happenings in their
tow n.
T he nail-biting suspense
never ends. I w as o n the edge o f
M 0VIE/pg.8
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Sweet home SoCon
Wrestling accepts associate membership in the Southern Conference
ALLAN LEWIS and AJ SANSON
Alestle Sports Editor and M anaging Editor

SIUE wrestling has a new home in the
Southern Conference.
Throughout its history as a Division II
program , the SIUE wrestling team was
homeless.
Wrestling
There were no conference rivals, no set
schedules and m ost importandy, no
postseason play in sight even as SIU E’s
four-year transition period towards full
certification as an N CA A Division I
institution nears its completion.
The wrestling team had been an
outcast, not part o f the initial move to the
Ohio Valley Conference because wrestling
is not a sport the OVC sponsors. N either is
men’s soccer, but that team quickly found a
home in the M issouri Valley Conference.

In order for the wrestling team to meet
its goals, a conference was necessary for
H ead Coach David Ray and the Cougars.
The search for a conference hom e took
many turns, including a call to the Big 12.
In the end, it is not the Big 12 who will
house the Cougars, but rather the Southern
Conference, which the Cougars were
named as an associate member in wrestling
Monday, along with Campbell and GardnerWebb.
“This has been a great opportunity for
SIUE w restling.. .we finally found a home
in a conference,” Ray said. “We found a
conference we wanted to be a part of. There
are some great teams in it and it will be a
great conference for duals and home
meets.”
The Cougars, along w ith GardnerAlestle Photo Archives
Webb and Campbell, give the SoCon eight
teams, and put it back above the six it needs Head Coach David Ray and the SIUE wrestling team will take their game to the
Southern Conference starting with the 2012-13 season. The SoCon announced
SIUE, Gardner-Webb and Campbell will becom e associate m embers of the
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE/pg. 8 conference.

first baseman Eric Hosmer.
Patton said he is excited to be
a part o f a system that also added
high school outfielder Bubba
Starling, fifth overall in the 2011
draft.
“The
Royals have the
num ber one ranked system in
baseball,” Patton said. “They
don’t have high-dollar guys like
the Yankees, they bring in1 guys
they know they can build into
what they want. I like that; I was
happy with the Royals.”
Patton said Head Coach Gqry
Collins called early Wednesday
m orning and told him to “start
working out, your career starts
today.”
“I think Spencer deserves this
opportunity,” Collins said. “I
think he’s earned it, so now it’s up
to him .”
Collins said w hat he thinks
stood o u t about Spencer are his
fundamentals o f the game o f
baseball.
“H e’s not that big, he’s pretty
m ature, his velocity probably
w on’t go up much,” Collins said.
“But w hat he has is a lot o f little
skills
that
sometimes
get
Alestle Photo Archives
Spencer Patton was drafted by the Kansas City Royals in the 24th overlooked. H e’s a good athlete,
round of the Major League Baseball first-year player draft last he fields his position, he holds
week. Patton will be pitching for the Royals rookie affiliate the
runners on, he’s quick to the plate
Idaho Falls Chukars this season.
and he competes. Sometimes
those things mean more than
PATTON DRAFTED
throwing hard.”
from pg. 1
Collins said the Royals
The victory against Valpo m ost interested team s,” Patton drafting so much pitching in 2011
was the second in a string o f three said, “W hen they were ready to may not bode well for Spencer as
consecutive starts in which Patton pick everybody got quiet.”
he climbs the minor league ranks,
The 2011 MLB draft was but added that every team has
struck out 12 batters.
The Royals were one o f tw o docum ented as one o f the deepest pitching depth.
teams that called Patton for a pre pitching classes in years. The
“Once you get there you have
draft try out, with the other being Royals selected 25 pitchers out o f to earn your way up the ladder,”
his childhood favorite - the St. their 50 draft picks, including Collins said. “The guys drafted in
Louis Cardinals. Patton said when seven lefties. The Royals’ system the first five to eight rounds that
the two teams were on the clock has also seen tw o o f their m ost get good bonuses get more
he tended to listen a bit more touted prospects in recent years opportunities to fail than the guys
get called up to the majors: third who get drafted in the later
closely.
“I knew they were the tw o baseman Mike Moustakas and rounds. But you still have to

perform.”
Patton said not too long after
Collins called him , Associate
H ead Coach Tony Stoecklin, who
handles the pitchers, phoned him
and joked “I guess they’ll just draft
anyone now.”
“H e always told me w hen I
got here that I’d have a chance to
go pro,” Patton said. “All I had to
do was work.”
Stoecklin, whose task is to
now replace Patton and fellow
senior Josh Malin in the rotation,
said Patton’s track will not be easy,
but Patton’s drive will help.
“The
ability’s
there,”
Steocklin said. “It’s the ability to
harness it and perform day in and
day out that’s the deciding factor
on w hether he succeeds or not.
H e’ll have a chance because he
likes to compete and if he doesn’t
do well, he’ll do whatever it takes
to fix that and make himself
better.”
Patton’s former battery-mate,
catcher Brett Keeler, wasted no
time texting and tweeting Patton
to congratulate him on being
drafted. Keeler said Patton’s
mentality is a big reason why he
thinks the Royals liked w hat they
saw.
“H e’s always trying to get
better,” Keeler said. “I don’t think
he’s ever satisfied with himself. A
lot o f guys have the physical tools,
he has the mental tools as well.”
W ith his career beginning,
Patton said he has had little time
to let the facts sink in, and relax
between being congratulated and
packing.
“I don’t think it’s hit me, I’ve
been on the phone 24/7,” Patton
said. “I figure when I get on that
plane, that’s when it’ll hit me.”
A J Sanson can be reached a t
asanson@alestlelive.com or 650-3524.
Follow A J @AJ_Sanson.

Cougars drafted since 1990
2011

2006

Spencer P atton

24th

OayZavada

30th

AftJ Debus S/2W09

2001

David Craisthefs
.iid

3rd

frfar*' i n M I S

2001

Josh Clark

14th

2001

M att W lkinson

4Sth

1999

Ryan Cox

Sth

1999

Aaron Rakers
23rd
MLB D ebut 9/8/04

1998

Robert LaMarsh

20th

1997

Jeftfldnour

21st
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SIUE set to meet
SIUC next season

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE
from pg. 6

to maintain its status as an NCAA
tournam ent automatic qualifying
conference. U N C Greensboro
made a financial decision to cut its
wrestling program in March,
putting the conference at just five
teams.
D irector o f Athletics Brad
H ew itt said the match is a good fit
for SIUE and the SoCon.
“We are assured o f it being a
conference sport eligible for
NCAA com petition,” H ew itt
said. “We are just fortunate
enough to be close enough on the
regional realm for them to
consider us.”
The SoCon is a bit o f a
stretch for the Cougars from a
geographical standpoint.
Campbell and Gardner-Webb
are both based in N o rth Carolina,
as
is
conference
m em ber
Appalachian State. The Citadel
and D avidson are in South
Carolina, w ith Virginia M ilitary
Institute
in
Virginia
and
Chattanooga in Tennessee.
The Cougars are no strangers
to traveling to the Southeast,
however, as they com peted in the
NW CA National Championships
in M acom b, Ga., last season,
something H ew itt said may have
helped sway the SoCon’s decision.
“The effort Coach Ray made
heading out east and competing in
the postseason tournam ent gave
us enough exposure for them to
realize we are com m itted to what
we are going to do w ith the
sport,” H ew itt said.
The Cougars will not be
eligible for the 2011-12 conference
championships in Chattanooga,
but will be fully certified in time for
the tournam ent March 9, 2013 at
VMI.
Junior Steve Ross said the
Cougars have tim e to improve
before the 2013 season when the
team becomes eligible.
“Since we are the new team
coming in, everyone wants to beat
up on us,” Ross said. “Every year,
our recruiting has gotten better
and by 2013 we will have some
guys qualify for nationals.”
Despite the geographical fit
in the conference, Ross said SIUE
should find the SoCon to be an
easier fit than some o f the bigger

SHOES
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Graphic courtesy of Southern Conference

conferences SIU E was eyeing.
“I t ’s a good conference for us
as a first year team ,” Ross said.
“It’s one
o f the
weaker
conferences for w resding, so I
think it’ll w ork to our favor
instead o f the Big Ten or a
conference like that.”
Recruiting o u t o f the St.
Louis area may be one o f the
benefits SIU E has over its
com petition in the conference,
and Ray is confident in SIU E’s
ability to compete in the SoCon.
“We can recruit the type o f
athlete we recruit and bring the
level o f com petition up in the
Southern Conference,” Ray said.
“The more placers you have for
the national tournam ent, the more
qualifiers the conference will have
the following year. I f we can bring
some national placers to the
conference it will increase the
numbers for the conference.”
Junior Michael Dace, who
w on a national championship
w ith an injured knee for the
Cougars at the NCW A level
earlier this year, said the SoCon
will be a challenge for the Cougars
because o f its postseason format.
“I feel like it’s a good
conference for us because we are
still a young team ,” Dace said.
“It’s tough to get into the
conference tournam ent because I
think they only take one guy per
weight bracket where the Big Ten
takes four or five, so you really
have to be the best. As far as that,
I have mixed feelings.”
The Cougars’ ineligibility
until 2012-13 gives the team a
chance to grow, according to
Dace.

“We are young and we are
building, so it gives us a couple
more years to build our schedule,”
Dace said. “I think the year before
I got here we w on three duals, and
this year we w on six or seven, so
hopefully we can get to about 10
this year and keep improving.”
In the m eantim e, Ray said
scheduling
the
S outhern
Conference will be a priority, as
SIU E rem ains an independent,
for now.
“It takes a lot o f stress and
pressure off for next year because
we know th at we are in a
conference and we know who we
are going to com pete against,”
Ray said. “We already have some
o f these teams on our schedule
and it is very im portant that we
perform very well. We w ant to
win and set a precedent for what
SIUE can do and how we will
perform in the conference.”
H ew itt also said the move is
a historic one for the program ,
which is in its 41st year o f
wresding.
“It sheds light on the
direction and focus o f the
program and it helps our alumni
realize and identify wrestling,
which has never really been a
conference sport,” H ew itt said.
“Having that element should be
exciting for all the former
wrestlers as well.”
Last season, the wrestling
team was 6-15 in dual meets and
finished fourth out o f 77 teams at
the NCW A tournament.
Alestle Sports can be reached a t
sports@alestlelive.com or 650-3524.
Follow Alestle Sports @TheAlestleSport

from pg.5

about just sup p o rtin g the cause in general th an it
is ab o u t m aking money, it’s n o t a m oney-m aking
venture,” M iller said. “ [The custom ers] w a n t to
support T O M S, they w an t to have som ething neat
and have a g reat experience, so it’s a lo t o f
pressure.”
M any custom ers w h o b o u g h t T O M S shoes
w ere enthusiastic a b o u t th e “Style Your Sole”
concept and enjoyed th e event overall. M arlee
G u n d erso n o f G ranite C ity expressed her
excitem ent in helping others.
“This is aw esom e, [and] I think it’s cool th a t
little kids g e t shoes o u t o f it and o th e r people get
shoes o u t o f it,” G un d erso n said.
Ali Eingerhut o f G ranite City' also appreciated
the cause, n o t only for th e children b u t for the

artists as well.
“I think it’s really cool th at you’re helping o u t
a kid in an o th er co u ntry and you’re also paying
these artists,” Fingerhut said. “It’s a g o o d litde side
jo b for th em .”
Because o f the alluring artistic concept, the
Glik’s franchise will be sponsoring another “Style
Your Sole” event in F rankfurt, M ich., in tw o
w eeks. T he event w ill also include several
M ichigan artists and th eir talents, and will be
p ro m oted by T O M S shoes.
F or m ore in fo rm atio n o n T O M S shoes and
h ow you can help, visit w w w .tom s.com .
Courtney Hill can be reached at chill@alestlelm.com or 6503527. Follow Courtney on Twitter @CHillS24.

alestlelive. c o m
alton

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

eastsaintlouis

edwardsville

For the first time since 1987
and the first time in Division I, the
Cougars and Salukis will battle on
the hardwood.
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale released the non
conference portion o f its m en’s
basketball schedule Tuesday, and
SIUE is scheduled to play its sister
school Monday, Dec. 19 at SIU
Arena in Carbondale. Game time
is still to be determined.
SIUE H ead Coach Lennox
Forrester said the Cougars and
Salukis agreed to a four-year
scheduling contract, meaning
SIUC will come to the Vadlabene
Center during the 2012-13 season
and the 2014-15 season.
“It will be a huge batde for us
to beat them , because they have
tradition and have done pretty
good in the past. It is a good
opportunity for SIUE, our players
and our fans,” Forrester said.
The Cougars are 0-3 all-time
against the Salukis, w ho were 1319 last season with a 5-13 record
in the Missouri Valley Conference.
SIUE was 8-21 last year, and will
play a full Ohio Valley Conference
schedule for the first time in
program history.
Forrester said the game could

MOVIE

spurn a rivalry between the two
Southern Illinois schools.
“It’s always good to have a
rivalry, it’s good for the fanbase
and good for the school,”
Forrester said. “I f that’s the case,
I’ll be excited about it and I think
o ur fans will be excited about it.
W ho knows what will happen.”
The Salukis are not the only
opponent on the 2011-12
schedule with regional appeal.
SIUE opens the season against the
University o f Illinois Nov. 14 in
Champaign and Illinois State Nov.
17 in Bloomington as part o f the
Triple Crow n Sports Cancun
Challenge.
The three games against
Illinois schools give fans multiple
opportunities to see the Cougars
on the road next season.
“W hen you are looking at it
from a budget standpoint, they are
easy games to get to for our fans
and our players instead o f
traveling to somewhere like Cal
State Fullerton,” Forrester said. “It
is tw o hours to Illinois, two hours
to Illinois State and a few hours to
Carbondale.”

Alestle Sports can be reached a t
sports@alestlelive.com or 650-3524.
Follow Alestle Sports @TheAlestleSport
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m y seat for all 112 m inutes and
th e m ovie was surprisingly
satisfying for being less than tw o
hours long.
T he
you n g
actors’
perform ances w ere far m ore
Convincing th an the m ore
experienced adults’.
15-year-old Joel C o urtney
delivers the m o st charm ing
perform ance in his m ovie debut.
H e and his teen co-stars had

perfect chemistry, creating the
m ost believable group o f friends
I’ve seen o n film.
I highly recom m end seeing
“Super 8” in theaters rather than
w aiting fo u r m onths fo r it to
show u p o n D V D . M o st
im portantly, stay for the credits.

Michelle Beard can be reached a t
mbeard@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.
Follow Michelle on Twitter @michbeard.

ALESTLE CLASSIFIEDS GIVE YOU MORE!
Place your classified ad at a time
convenient for you using our easy,
secure
online
interface
at
alestlelive.com/classifieds

BASIC PRINT INSERTION RATES:
10 word m inim um for all ads.
20 cents a word 1-2 insertions, per insertion
19 cents a word 3-4 insertions, per insertion
18 cents a word 5-19 insertions, per insertion
17 cents a word 20+ insertions, per insertion

Print Extras:
All bold, additional $5

F O R R EN T
2 and 3 Bedroom Townhomes
NOW AVAILABLE! Beautiful 2
and 3 bedroom townhomes. CALL
FOR OUR GREAT SPECIALS! 4
locations in Edwardsville. W/D
connections in all homes. Pet
friendly. Some locations include
swimming pool, garages, basements
and free basic/expanded cable. 618692-9310
Email
cherryhillsleasing 1@millspropcrties.
net

Web Extras Vary
Please schedule your ad carefully as we
cannot otter refunds. Corrections must be
noted
by
on
the
first
day
the ad appears in the newspaper.

D eadlines:
By noon Monday for Tuesday issue
By noon Wednesday for Thursday issue
Having trouble? Call 618-650-3528
or e-mail classifieds@alestlelive.com

A lestle Office Hours (M UC 2022):
9 a.m .-4 :3 0 p.m. Mon-Fri

1 BR Studio for Rent
The nicest 1 BR in downtown
Edwardsville. Less than 2 miles to
SIUE; Water & Trash included;
Will not last long. Available July
10th. Call Jeff at 806-2281 Email
jbeck@ americanhomelend ingusa.co
m
M IS C E L L A N E O U S

Got a minute? Read the Bible!
FREE ONE-MINUTE BIBLE
www.sowersseed.org/minute.html

